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PARTNERSHIP 2013 LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As Executive Director of Partners for Clean Streams, it’s my pleasure to personally thank you for all your support again this year. Throughout the year, we have focused 
on partnerships and recognize how they permeate everything we do. I can think of a few examples and you’ll see more throughout this annual report.

This year, through our $800,000 NOAA grant and coordination, the Maumee Corps employed 29 more people, restoring native habitat in the region, putting more 
boots on the ground and providing more jobs in the field. This investment will pay off for years to come. But the Maumee Corps could not have been possible without 
partnerships with The Nature Conservancy, Metroparks of the Toledo Area, The Olander Park System and The University of Toledo.

Clean Your Streams Day has always exemplified partnerships, and this year we had new partners step into leadership. Two new Coordinators, Bill Buri and Matt Beil 
(with Hull and Associates), took on  running kickoff locations this year. Our University of Toledo partnership also expanded to include leadership and cleanups along 
Swan Creek at the UTMC campus. Bridgestone-Firestone and Willig Tires recycled our tires from CYS17 and provided re-usable water bottles. 

Another blossoming partnership is with Bass Pro Shops, a perfect fit for us. Bass Pro Shops helped us raise awareness of derelict fishing line and lead in the Maumee 
River through our Get the Lead Out program and donated items for prizes. And I can’t forget to mention that eight jurisdictions participated in Storm Drain Marking 
hosting almost one hundred volunteers. Or that a group of area professionals taught and engaged kids in the 11th Annual Patch Day Workshop. 

Our partnership with the Boy Scouts continues as restoration work at Camp Miakonda continues to grow and thrive. Staff spent this year monitoring and tweaking the 
success of the Restoring Ottawa River Wetlands and In-stream Habitat at Camp Miakonda project. With the habitat restoration construction completed last year, this 
year we watched plant and animal diversity increase, bank erosion decrease, lake use increase and educational opportunities blossom. I’m extremely excited to see 
the ecosystems continue to improve. 

These are remarkable examples of how individuals, businesses, governmental agencies and other organizations work together to protect our rivers. PCS is proud to be 
at the helm, but without these wonderful partnerships, we couldn’t thrive. It is your constant support that makes Partners for Clean Streams’ work a success. You keep 
the rivers that connect us clean, clear and safe. The staff, the board, and I couldn’t be couldn’t be more grateful for that partnership. 

My involvement with PCS is motivated by the goal of promoting the essential role of rivers and streams in our communities and how to best involve and  

engage the public in experiencing and working to preserve and enhance these critical ecosystems.

–  Patrick Lawrence, President of Board of Directors 

Sincerely,

Kristina Patterson, 
Executive Director

All the work we do supports clean, clear and safe water, while many projects also support 
more specific initiatives. As you read through the report, look for the Maumee RAP logo to 
see which of our programs support the specific goals of the Maumee RAP. 

Click for Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q39Xqfrwjio
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/youth-patch-program
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q39Xqfrwjio


CLEAN YOUR STREAMS

Cleaned 57 sites, 33 miles of stream, and river banks in 3 watersheds
PERRYSBURG FINDLAY

33 miles is approximately the driving distance from Perrysburg to Findlay

38
MILES

33
MILES

Peculiar Items Found-  Hair weave, sewing machine, boat anchor, bait worm containers 

(40), sled, butter knife, rubber duck, dream catcher, EKG pad, cash register, hockey stick, 

light saber, TV(2), suitcase, circuit board, air hockey paddle, shot gun shells, wedding veil, 

Easter egg, car seat

Total Number of Participants and Sites
In Toledo & Surrounding Area   

Highland Park Kickoff   47 volunteers         

International Park Kickoff   40 volunteers      

Sidecut Metropark Kickoff  154 volunteers         

Oregon Municipal Kickoff  151 volunteers           

Olander Park Kickoff  126 volunteers           

University of Toledo Kickoff   284 volunteers         

Monroe St. UMC Kickoff   119 volunteers           

Other CYS volunteers  20 volunteers

Total    941 volunteers

Our Top 10 Items Found
 (#of items)

1 6

2 7

3 8

4 9

5 10

Food Wrapper 
(6,732)

Cigarette Butts  
(3,852) 

Beverage Cans 
(4,592) 

Cups, Plates, 
Plasticware (3,200) 

Plastic Bags 
(4,563)

Bottle Caps
(2,393)

Beverage Bottles 
Plastic (4,563)

Beverage Bottles 
Glass (2,062)

Plastic pieces 
(4,311)

Packing Material  
(1,368)
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Saturday, September 21, 2013
Partners for Clean Streams and our community partners hosted the 17th Annual 

Clean Your Streams Day on Saturday, September 21, 2013. That day, 941 volunteers 

became Partners for cleaner rivers by removing 16,366 pounds of trash from 

the banks of our extraordinary rivers in and around Toledo. Clean Your Streams 

volunteers began their day by signing in at one of seven kickoff locations and 

spreading out to large and small rivers at one of 57 cleanup sites. Once at the site, 

they removed trash and recorded what they found on data cards for reporting 

to the International Coastal Cleanup and to Ohio’s Coastweeks program. After a 

few hours of picking up trash, volunteers gathered for the Appreciation Picnic 

to celebrate their achievements in improving local waterways with early results, 

t-shirts, lunch, and friendly Group Challenges. 

Clean Your Streams is the largest cleanup in Ohio’s Coastweeks program and the 

impact can be measured by the amount of trash that was removed in each of these 

local watersheds: Ottawa River (6,516lbs), Swan Creek (4,185lbs), Maumee River 

(3,335lbs), and Maumee Bay tributaries (2,330lbs). Our 941 Clean Your Streams 

volunteers, and the trash they removed, was counted with the other cleanups 

worldwide in the 28th International Coastal Cleanup effort. As part of the 2012 

International Coastal Cleanup, 561,633 volunteers removed over 10 million pounds 

of trash from shorelines/waterways in 90 countries. This demonstrates how our 

local success contributes to a larger global picture.

• 941 volunteers participated 
• 16,366 pounds of trash removed 
   (approx. the weight of 9 VW bugs) 

• 914 trash bags and 96.5 tires.

Click to Expand Map
Click for Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwWoFJ3sIxw
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=207280735339070929059.0004e3c51efc79f35f47f&msa=0&dg=feature
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/youth-patch-program
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=207280735339070929059.0004e3c51efc79f35f47f&msa=0&dg=feature
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwWoFJ3sIxw


CLEAN YOUR STREAMS cont’
Challenge Winners
Twenty groups, from Boy Scout troops to large corporations, came together as teams and 

challenged themselves to improve their community.  Here are the results.

Youth Challenge 
Battle of the Bags (number of total bags collected per team) ..........Toledo ZOOTeens

Awesome Effort (number of bags per person on team) .....................Toledo ZOOTeens

Most Volunteers (number of total volunteers on team) ....................... YWCA Teen Outreach Program

Collegiate Challenge
Battle of the Bags (number of total bags collected per team) ........... UT Habitat for Humanity

Awesome Effort (number of bags per person on team) ......................UT Theta Tau

Most Volunteers (number of total volunteers on team) ....................... UT Habitat for Humanity

Corporate Challenge
Most Volunteers (number of total volunteers on team) ......................First Solar

Organization Challenge
Most Volunteers (number of total volunteers on team) ....................... Ohio EPA Northwest District Office

CLEAN STREAMS 
PARTNER AWARD 
Cherie Blair has been the Maumee Remedial Action Plan Coordinator for Ohio EPA since 1996. She was the first Maumee 

RAP Coordinator, working in the district office for Ohio EPA and living in the Area of Concern. Prior to that she worked 

at the Ohio Lake Erie Commission and helped start the Coastweeks program and the Lake Erie license plate program. 

She received her undergraduate degree from Adrian College, but her passion for water began as a child. Cherie grew 

up on Lake Erie, literally, commuting between Marblehead and Kelley’s Island. 

With her passion for the area and for water, she continuously goes above and beyond the basic fundamentals of her 

job by volunteering time in evenings and weekends. She tirelessly works to disseminate information to help groups plan 

strategically and to leverage more resources for improving water quality in the region. She has become a central pivot 

point in the work being done by the many partners including businesses, government and non-profit agencies working 

toward fishable and swimmable waters. 

 

Cherie received the Clean Streams Partner Award because of her countless hours and dedication for the work she does 

with Partners for Clean Streams and for the Maumee AOC, which goes way beyond her job description as Maumee RAP 

Coordinator for Ohio EPA. 
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Click for Gallery

http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/17%20Annual%20Clean%20Your%20Streams%20Day/
http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/17%20Annual%20Clean%20Your%20Streams%20Day/


CAMP MIAKONDA 
During 2013, we worked on the wrapping up stages of the “Restoring Ottawa River Wetlands and 
In-stream Habitat at Camp Miakonda” Project. The site had additional erosion control structures 
implemented, spring plantings, various educational workshops, class field trips and more. 
Beyond that, many people have noticed new plants and animals coming back, less erosion on 
the bank, and increased access to the river and lake. These are great improvements and we look 
forward to monitoring much more.

Moving forward, the goals for the project include not only assessing and monitoring the 
successes at Camp, but also developing new educational opportunities for Scouts and other 
visitors. Since restoration occurred, thousands of people have hiked, learned and fished around 
the lake, explored the river, and enjoyed the wildlife year round. These activities will continue 
in the coming years, further illustrating that the main goals of the restoration project are being 
achieved for those who work, live and play at Camp Miakonda. 

RESTORATION FACTS 
$1.35 Million Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grant from US EPA 
In 2012, intense restoration occurred at Camp Miakonda on the Ottawa River and Lake Sawyer with a  

$1.3 million Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant from U.S. EPA. During the two months of construction, 

the Ottawa River received more than 650 feet of bank protection and in-stream structures to help prevent 

erosion occurring at high-flow events. As part of the project, the north tributary, Hartman Ditch was rerouted 

back into Lake Sawyer to increase flow into Lake Sawyer.  Cunningham Ditch, the southern tributary, 

was reopened (it had been underground in a pipe) and became an outdoor classroom for stream ecology. 

Nearly 10,000 cubic yards were excavated from Lake Sawyer, reaching the original depth in multiple areas, 

increasing fish habitat.  Working together, the new features of Lake Sawyer should dramatically decrease 

sedimentation occurring in Lake Sawyer, reduce erosion on the Ottawa River, and provide high quality habitat for 

desirable fish and other macro invertebrates.

The restoration project included:

• Reducing erosion in Ottawa River

• Increasing in-stream habitat for fish and macro invertebrates
• Increasing diversity of in-water habitat for Lake Sawyer, allowing fish to winter over and allowing more 
   active use of Lake Sawyer by Scouts

• Removing nearly 10,000 cubic yards of sediment excavated from Lake Sawyer or over 1,200 dump truck loads

• Installing than 650 feet of erosion control structures in the Ottawa River

• Creating or improving just under 4 acres of wetlands

The stream and habitat restoration project that Partners for Clean Streams successfully led has impacted more than 20,000 people who annually use 
Camp Miakonda. Young Boy Scouts have been able to fish, hike, and otherwise explore camp in a manor not seen by our users in many years. Anyone who comes to 

camp will be exposed to our revitalized Lake Sawyer, protected stream banks and restored wetlands.  We truly value our relationship with Partners for Clean Streams! 
Matthew Reineck, Program Director, Erie Shores Council, Boy Scouts of AmericaPhoto by: Tony Schmenk

26,000 
Over 

native plants established - not including seed

Click for Video Click for Gallery

Click for more Information

http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/projects/camp-miakonda-stream-restoration
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/projects/camp-miakonda-stream-restoration
http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/Miakonda%20Construction/index.html
http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/Miakonda%20Construction/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eTSreZh3FY
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/youth-patch-program
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eTSreZh3FY
http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/Miakonda%20Construction/index.html
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/projects/camp-miakonda-stream-restoration


I believe that what we are doing is truly going 

to help the Maumee AOC and hopefully lead 

way for other projects…” “ I am grateful for the 

opportunity to be doing this work. 

– Josh Jackson 

The Maumee Corps project began by receiving a grant from the National 

Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in late 2011, with on the 

ground work beginning in early 2013. Since then, it has exceeded our 

expectations. Partnerships with the Metroparks of the Toledo Area, The 

Nature Conservancy, The University of Toledo, and The Olander Park 

System allowed us to create 30% more full-time, seasonal, and/or part-

time jobs than we anticipated, all focusing on habitat restoration in the 

region.  This crew of 29 has worked on over 1,400 acres, doing invasive 

plant species removal, native planting, and preparing for prescribed 

burning – putting us well ahead of our scheduled goals. 

Crews worked well into late fall and plan to continue working in most of 

2014. There is much more habitat restoration on deck for our partners, 

and we’re only half-way through the project. The Maumee Corps 

wouldn’t be the success it already is without the outstanding leadership 

and cooperation with our partners. Together, we’re shaping this project 

to be one of the most visible, on-the-ground cases for cooperation in the 

Maumee Area of Concern.

Along with the people working for the Metroparks of the Toledo Area and 

The Nature Conservancy, Partners for Clean Streams hired 8 seasonal 

interns for the Maumee Corps project. Their focus was on invasive 

species management. They worked at The Olander Park System, The 

University of Toledo and the Boy Scouts of America’s Camp Miakonda 

pulling plants, herbicide application, plant surveying, seed collecting, 

and many more invasive species techniques. They energetically worked 

throughout the summer and into the fall. In addition to simply removing 

plants, the interns learned valuable techniques and skills they can apply 

in future jobs that can be of value to the region. 

MAUMEE CORPS FACTS

$800,000 grant through NOAA to revitalize 
the area’s economy and improve natural 
habitat areas. 

• $800,000 grant through NOAA to revitalize the area’s economy and improve natural habitat areas 

• Project partners include the Metroparks of the Toledo Area, The Nature Conservancy, The University of Toledo, 
The Olander Park System, and NOAA 

• 29 employed full-time and seasonal/ part time jobs 

• Addressed over 1,400 acres of invasive plant species treatment & removal, native planting, and preparing for 
prescribed burning in order to restore floodplain forests, wet prairies and habitat along streams 

• Work started in early 2013 and continued into late fall of 2013. PCS interns spent the summer improving the 
Ottawa River at The University of Toledo, The Olander Park System, and Camp Miakonda 

• These restoration projects help restore the globally rare habitat in the Oak Openings Region and other areas in 
the Swan Creek and Ottawa River watersheds

The Maumee Corps, GLRI grant gave me the 

opportunity to not only gain experience working 

with the land management crew at the Toledo 

Metroparks, but  it allowed me to practice the 

restoration techniques I learned in my college 

classes as well. This experience inspired me to 

further my career goals in the restoration field.

 – Paige Arnold, Metroparks of the Toledo Area

Photo by: Michael Losey
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Photos by: Larry Stall

Click for more Information

Click for Gallery

http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/Maumee%20Corps%20In%20Action/
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/projects/maumee-corps
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/youth-patch-program
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/projects/maumee-corps
http://maumeeaoc.jalbum.net/Maumee%20Corps%20In%20Action/


The walleye have been coming upstream in the Maumee River to spawn 

for thousands of years. Every year, thousands of anglers, from hundreds 

of miles around, come to a small stretch of the Maumee River for the 

best walleye fishing in the world. When this happens, the anglers, often 

inadvertently, leave hooks, line and sinkers caught in trees, grasses, 

snagged on rocks and littering the river bed. As the spring waters recede, 

our dedicated volunteers take action to protect the river, wildlife, and 

people by removing these potentially harmful materials. 

The volunteers have been doing this for 9 years, each year with renewed 

passion. This was the first year we teamed up with Bass Pro Shops to 

share our passion for protecting the Maumee River. In April, we had a 

“Walleye Run Table” where we passed out trash bags to anglers who 

returned with very full bags of trash that they collected while fishing for 

walleye in the Maumee River. Bass Pro Shops provided a small thank you 

gift to the anglers. 

This summer, during 10 river outings, 83 volunteers collected huge amounts 

of fishing line and 40 pounds of lead sinkers. This is impressive considering 

how high river levels  made it difficult to walk through the river much of 

the season. By removing the fishing line, hooks and lead, our volunteers 

created a cleaner and safer environment for people and wildlife. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that made this season a success. We are 

currently looking for sponsors for our Get the Lead Out program to make 

long lasting impacts for years to come.  

• 39.7 pounds of lead were collected.

• 83 volunteers, totaling 179 volunteer hours.

• In 10 outings, volunteers covered 3 miles of the banks of  

  the Maumee River between Perrysburg and Maumee.

Volunteers work to make the Maumee River clean and safe for 

people walking their dogs, playing with children in the water or 

simply taking pictures of scenery in local parks. 

GLO 

Conservation is one of our main goals as 

a family and a business. Our intentions 

in joining forces with the Partners for 

Clean Streams is to combine efforts in 

practicing conservation on a local level. 

We want to get the community involved. 

Many hands make light work and with all 

our outdoor enthusiasts on board we can 

expect a dramatic change in the purity of 

our environment. We’re excited for this 

partnership and the direction we’re headed 

in the years to come.  

– Mandy Hertzfeld, 

Special Events Coordinator, Bass Pro Shops 

We get the lead out of rivers 
and people into them. (Get the Lead Out)
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http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/get-the-lead-out
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/get-the-lead-out
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/get-the-lead-out
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/get-the-lead-out
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/get-the-lead-out


Th
is 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

lly
 re

co
gn

ize
d 

ev
en

t is
 a

 g
re

at
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

cl
ea

r d
iff

er
en

ce
 fo

r t
he

 M
au

m
ee

 R
ive

r 
an

d 
th

e 
w

ild
life

.  V
ol

un
te

er
s o

f a
ll a

ge
s r

em
ov

e 
po

te
nt

ia
lly

 h
ar

m
fu

l d
er

el
ic

t fi
sh

in
g 

lin
e,

 le
ad

 a
nd

 lu
re

s a
nd

 tr
as

h 
th

at
 h

av
e 

ac
cu

m
ul

at
ed

 in
 a

nd
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

ba
nk

s o
f t

he
 M

au
m

ee
 R

ive
r a

fte
r t

he
 sp

rin
g 

fis
h 

ru
ns

. T
he

 p
ro

gr
am

 g
oe

s 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

su
m

m
er

 a
llo

w
in

g 
fo

r m
an

y p
ub

lic
 a

nd
 p

riv
at

e 
gr

ou
p 

ou
tin

gs
. A

ll c
ol

le
ct

ed
 le

ad
 a

nd
 lin

e 
is 

pr
op

er
ly 

re
cy

cl
ed

 o
r r

eu
se

d.
  

Th
is 

dy
na

m
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l w

or
ks

ho
p 

is 
de

sig
ne

d 
to

 e
m

po
w

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 ta

ke
 g

re
at

er
 o

w
ne

rs
hi

p 
of

 th
e 

lo
ca

l w
at

er
w

ay
s. 

Th
ro

ug
h 

ha
nd

s o
n 

ac
tiv

iti
es

, p
ar

tic
ip

an
ts

 in
 g

ra
de

 K
-5

th
 le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t v
ar

io
us

 w
at

er
 

qu
al

ity
 is

su
es

 a
nd

 w
ha

t c
an

 b
e 

do
ne

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
po

sit
ive

 e
ffe

ct
 o

n 
th

em
.  A

ct
ivi

tie
s a

re
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 fu

lfi
ll 

Bo
y a

nd
 G

irl
 S

co
ut

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r m

er
it 

ba
dg

e 
an

d 
th

e 
M

au
m

ee
 R

AP
 P

at
ch

.

As
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 G
ive

 W
at

er
 a

 H
an

d 
Ca

m
pa

ig
n,

 w
e 

co
nn

ec
t m

un
ic

ip
al

iti
es

, c
iti

ze
ns

 a
nd

 a
ct

ive
 vo

lu
nt

ee
rs

 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 o
ur

 d
rin

kin
g 

w
at

er
. V

ol
un

te
er

s m
ar

k s
to

rm
 d

ra
in

s w
ith

 th
e 

ph
ra

se
 “D

ra
in

s a
re

 fo
r R

ai
n,

 Fl
ow

s 
to

 W
at

er
w

ay
” a

nd
 p

as
s o

ut
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l fl
ye

rs
 to

 h
om

es
 in

 lo
ca

l n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

ds
. C

iti
ze

ns
 ta

ke
 a

ct
io

n 
by

 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

th
ei

r s
to

rm
 d

ra
in

s f
ro

m
 h

ar
m

fu
l p

ol
lu

ta
nt

s t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 o

th
er

w
ise

 g
o 

in
to

 lo
ca

l s
tre

am
s u

nt
re

at
ed

. 

Fo
r o

ur
 la

rg
es

t e
ve

nt
, h

un
dr

ed
s o

f v
ol

un
te

er
s o

f a
ll a

ge
s, 

ar
m

ed
 w

ith
 g

lo
ve

s a
nd

 b
ag

s, 
re

m
ov

e 
to

ns
 o

f 
tra

sh
 fr

om
 d

oz
en

s o
f l

oc
al

 st
re

am
 b

an
ks

 a
ll o

ve
r t

he
 g

re
at

er
 To

le
do

 a
re

a.
 E

ve
ry

 p
ie

ce
 o

f t
ra

sh
 is

 re
po

rte
d 

as
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 O
ce

an
 C

on
se

rv
an

cy
’s 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l C
oa

st
al

 C
le

an
up

.  A
fte

r a
 m

or
ni

ng
 o

f r
em

ov
in

g 
tra

sh
 fr

om
 

st
re

am
 b

an
ks

, p
ar

ks
, a

nd
 m

or
e,

 vo
lu

nt
ee

rs
 c

el
eb

ra
te

 c
le

an
 w

at
er

 w
ith

 a
n 

Ap
pr

ec
ia

tio
n 

Pi
cn

ic
.

HO
W

 T
O

 B
EC

O
M

E 
A 

PA
RT

N
ER

Your First Step to Becoming a Partner for Clean Streams is to Save This Page.
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Partners for Clean Streams Inc. is striving for abundant open space 
and a high quality natural environment; adequate floodwater storage 

capacities and flourishing wildlife; stakeholders who take local 
ownership in their resources; and rivers, streams and lakes that are 

clean, clear and safe.

Photo by: Shawn RienhartPhoto by: The Shutter Monkeys

Photo by: Tony Schmenk

SDM 
Sunday April 27, 2013

What is the best way to spread the word about keeping storm drains clean and clear of trash and 

harmful things? Storm Drain Marking of course! Storm Drain Marking informs citizens that drains 

lead directly to the nearest ditch or stream without treatment and that we all need to be careful 

of what goes down the drains. This program partners jurisdictions, volunteers, and citizens 

together to Give Water a Hand by using storm drains properly. First, jurisdictions select local 

neighborhoods ideal for volunteers to mark storm drains. Volunteers then mark the selected storm 

drains and pass out educational door hangers to the residents. Ultimately citizens are empowered 

to make educated decisions on what to let go down the storm drain and into the rivers. 

This year, 95 volunteers marked 369 storm drains as part of Global Youth Service Day.  Volunteers 

worked in Waterville, Oregon, Rossford, Northwood, Ottawa Hills, Holland, Genoa and Sylvania. 

The participating groups ranged from college groups, to Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, to religious 

organizations. Storm Drain Marking is part of our bigger Give Water a Hand campaign raising 

awareness, educating citizens and providing practical “do’s and don’ts” to protect water quality. 

We are delighted at the success of this program and its far reaching impact. 

In conjunction with Global Youth  
Service Day, an international event

369 catch basins were stenciled 

1,010 homes received educational door hangers 

95 participants

8 Jurisdictions including Waterville, Oregon, 
Rossford, Northwood, Ottawa Hills, Holland, 
Genoa and Sylvania

(Storm Drain Marking) FACTS

http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/storm-drain-marking
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/resources/education-publications
http://partnersforcleanstreams.org/resources/education-publications


PATCH DAY Sunday March 3, 2013
Congratulations to the 90 Scouts that learned all about 

water at our Youth Patch Day Workshop on Sunday, March 

3rd. The group of energetic Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts in 

kindergarten through 5th grade earned the blue and white 

embroidered Partnering for Clean Streams Patch by par-

ticipating in various water-related activities. Professionals 

who deal with water daily came to lead activities to teach 

children and their parents about how important water is 

in our daily lives. All of the sessions included hands on 

activities. The kids sang about rain gardens, made worm 

bins, learned about the water cycle and their local rivers 

and explored how waste water is treated. They also 

learned about Storm Drain Marking and how to protect the 

water that enters the storm drain system. The event ended 

with a visualization of how little of the water on this planet 

is fresh water and how only a portion of the fresh water 

is drinkable. The participants of the Workshop are now 

better stewards of our precious water resources. Some of 

the participants were excited to come back next year. One 

parent commented “the kids loved it!” and another pointed 

out that “There was lots of information that the kids would 

not have otherwise come across.” A huge thank you goes 

out to all those who participated and all those who helped 

make this event possible. We look forward to next year’s 

Workshop!

• Topics included various water 
   conservation subjects, such as rain 
   gardens,waste water treatment, 
   water cycle, watersheds, and storm drains 

• Each participant received a bag of 
   take-home educational activities

PARTICIPATION
Children Adults

Patches Awarded

= 5 = 5



AFFIRMATION OF BUILDING COMMUNITY 
In addition to events 

and restoration projects, 
Partners for Clean 

Streams focuses on 
integrating and building 

community. We do 
this in many ways but 
one important piece 
of affirmation is the 

approval and winning 
grants such as these...

In the fall of 2013, we won a competitive grant from 

a foundation called Learning by Giving. Learning 

by Giving is run by Buffet’s sister, Doris, with seed 

money from The Oracle himself. In the fall of 2013, 

PCS learned that we had been nominated for the 

national grant competition as part of a massive open 

on-line course (or MOOC), which is basically a term 

for a huge, on-line-only class. In this course, called 

Giving with a Purpose, over 10,000 course participants 

learned how to strategically invest money in a non-

profit organization positioned to make a meaningful 

impact and likely to show mission-related results. It 

taught people not only to look for charities “close to 

your heart” but to also go through a rigorous research, 

evaluation and scoring matrix, much like a business or 

stock investment. 

Seven hundred organizations were nominated by 

students and then subjected to a rigorous peer review 

process. The 80 highest performing organizations 

advanced to a finalist round and 40 were evaluated 

and selected by peers in the course, with the 

Foundation determining final grant amounts (which 

varied). PCS received a $1,000 grant and perhaps more 

importantly, the recognition as one of the few finalists 

that we are making a meaningful difference, are 

strong in our non-profit management, and are poised 

to achieve even more good in our community.

At PCS, we appreciate and carefully manage every 

donated dollar, leveraging every personal gift into 

thousands more in donated resources to make a 

difference in clear, clean, and safe waters here 

in Northwest Ohio. This national recognition is a 

welcome affirmation that PCS does make a strong 

impact, which is great news for anyone wanting to 

donate to a high impact, local non-profit. 

For more information about the national Learning 

by Giving Foundation awards, please check out the 

Results of World’s First MOOC on Effective Charitable 

Giving and the Giving with Purpose Infographic.

Winning the “Giving with a Purpose” Grant Award Winning a Toledo Community Foundation Grant
We’ve also been awarded a $17,000 grant from the 

Stranahan Supporting Organization of the Toledo Community 

Foundation to support our stream cleanup programs next 

year. Our grant will purchase more permanent, re-usable 

supplies and materials, support staffing, expand our impact 

and involve more volunteers for our signature Clean Your 

Streams event. It will support our Outreach Coordinator’s 

ability to build and roll out expanded opportunities to 

remove lead and line in the Get the Lead Out program. 

Beyond those programs, this grant will expand our stream 

cleanup opportunities to reach even more groups and 

families throughout the year and clean river banks not 

cleaned during our large scale events. We are so grateful 

for this wonderful opportunity to expand our stream cleanup 

programs. Watch for exciting new opportunities in the near 

future to make a difference for clean, clear and safe water.

• Winning a technology grant of $1,800 from 
The Norcross Wildlife Foundation allowed the purchase 

new ipads to be used for educational purposes.

http://www.learningbygivingfoundation.org/learning-by-giving-foundation-announces-results-of-worlds-first-mooc-on-effective-charitable-giving/
http://www.learningbygivingfoundation.org/learning-by-giving-foundation-announces-results-of-worlds-first-mooc-on-effective-charitable-giving/
http://www.learningbygivingfoundation.org/home/giving-with-purpose-infographic/


DONATIONS & FUNDERS 
Financial Snapshot 
The financial snapshot included is not an audited report but a glimpse of the 

financial state as of December 31, 2013. This reflects that PCS is prudently 

managing resources in a difficult economic time and has been able to 

continue supporting all of our programs and staff. This year, PCS had our first 

audit, for our 2012 calendar year and passed with flying colors. The clean audit 

reflects our careful management and fiscal practices. 

In addition to the large Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant from US EPA 

in 2010, PCS was selected to administer an $800,000 “Jobs Challenge” grant 

through NOAA focused on getting people back to work on various smaller 

habitat restoration projects. The 2013 finances reflect kicking off this new 

NOAA grant and will continue into 2014. All of the Miakonda GLRI grant will be 

spent by the end of the year. 

As you can see from the charts, we need to increase the amount received in 

individual and business donations so that PCS can be become more self-

reliant and to position the organization to better leverage future grants. At this 

time, a vast majority of our income is program or grant specific, while more 

private donations would allow us the flexibility to develop new initiatives and 

grow our current programs. 

PCS aims to multiply every dollar from private donations with at least three 

dollars from grants and foundations. Using in-kind resources, we lower our 

expenses so that your donations stretch even farther. PCS is grateful for those 

members and businesses that have been able to continue supporting us as 

we work to improve water quality, habitat, and our overall quality of life for our 

families and their families to come. 

Grants & Foundations

Carry Over
(unrestricted)

Total

$750,388

$79,048

$865,471

Program & 
Interest 
Income

$8,464
Private 

Donations

$27,571

Before Partners for Clean Streams was a non-profit organization, an active committee of citizens, government agencies, and industries 

formed the Maumee RAP (Remedial Action Plan) committee and undertook many of the key initiatives for water quality in the Toledo area 

for many years. The goal of the Maumee RAP is to restore the Maumee Area of Concern, as defined by the Great Lakes Water Quality 

Agreement. This agreement was made in 1987 between  U.S. and Canada to identify, restore and protect major rivers in the Great Lakes 

with serious degradation issues. The Maumee RAP committee was formed locally in 1988 by TMACOG and eventually grew into forming its 

own non-profit, Partners for Clean Streams, in 2007. The work of all the Clean Your Streams volunteers today is helping to fulfill the action 

plan framework set in 1988, as one example. The RAP Advisory Committee is now one of the committees in the PCS family. PCS is the local 

partner recognized by the state and federal RAP program. Through PCS, the RAP Committee continues to work closely with the federal 

and state agencies to guide cleanup and restoration of the most impacted rivers throughout our Area of Concern (which is generally the 

Northwest Ohio region). In this report, look for the Maumee RAP logo to help identify those projects critical to the RAP process working to 

make streams and rivers in our region fishable and swimmable. 

WHERE THE MONEY GOES

Grant Projects 
(Restricted)

$510,448

Personnel

$166,951

Administrative

$31,361

Programmatic

$22,578

Total

$731,338

This publication was financed in part or total through a grant from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, with funds from the State of Ohio 

and Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The contents and views, including any opinions, findings, conclusion or recommendations, contained in this publication are of those of the authors and 

have not been subject to any U.S. EPA or Ohio EPA peer administrative review and may not necessarily reflect the views of either Agency, and no official endorsement should be inferred. 

$35,833

Maumee RAP
(Restricted)



The greater Toledo area is blessed with extraordinary rivers, creeks, and lakes. We rely on 

these waters for recreation, drinking, and for so much of what provides the high quality of life 

that we enjoy. From the tiniest creeks to the wide bends of the Maumee, these waters have 

shaped the identity, family traditions and landscapes of our region. These waters connect us 

to each other through shared memories and experiences. 

Between skipping rocks and watching clouds along the river bank, the Toledo area water 

ways became an unconscious - but integral - part of our lives.  Kids growing up in the greater 

Toledo region are still blessed by our area’s many waterways. But those blessings require 

care. Pollution, trash, and damaged streams can ruin our trips and family traditions. Luckily, 

we are also blessed to be able to care for our rivers. From Bowling Green to Point Place and 

everywhere in between, volunteers and professionals are working to restore creek beds, 

clean river banks, reduce flooding, and so much more to make our rivers and streams clean 

and clear. And they need your support. 

By becoming a Partner for Clean Streams, you keep the dynamic cleanup events that have 

connected so many people to our rivers and streams, strong and viable. Your support keeps 

our dynamic engagement and education events, like Clean Your Streams Day and Get the 

Lead Out, coming back year after year. 

These events inspire students and families, build a sense of community and keep our rivers 

and streams safe for people and wildlife.  

All Partners are invited to become voting members by donating a minimum of $50 as an 

individual or $500 as a business or municipality. Voting members elect our Board of Directors 

and celebrate our success at our annual meeting. Don’t want to be a voting member but want 

to support us? That’s fine too- just make your one-time, unrestricted gift with no obligation. All 

donations are tax deductible and are used for programs dedicated to protecting local rivers 

and streams in your community. Most importantly, your financial donations help keep our 

trademark cleanups and engagement events alive. 

We are Partners for Clean 
Streams and your donations 

make all this possible.

BECOME A PARTNER
Photo by: Jen Towsley

Individual
$15     Student/ Senior

$25     Individual 

$35     Family 

$50     Contributor*

$100   Conservator*

$250+ Preservationist *

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION

BENEFITS

Organization 
$100       Patron 

$250       Sustaining 

$350       Support

$500       Contributor* 

$1,000     Conservator* 

$2,500+ Preservationist*

Community Partner 
As a Community Partner, your organization or business can support all 

of our programs throughout the year. You are demonstrating that your 

business is dedicated to the community and to maintaining a healthy 

environment. With your support, we are able to provide high impact 

volunteer cleanups and public education events for conserving our 

waterways. In addition to other member benefits Community Partners  

also receive:

 • Prominent logo recognition on our website, seen  
   by thousands of interested citizens

 • Prominent logo recognition on all event promotional materials,  
   such as 800 t-shirts and thousands of flyers and posters

• Logo recognition on our website and promotional and  
  event-specific materials ($500 - $2,500+ Levels)
• One vote on issues at our Annual General Meeting 
• E-notices of events & monthly E-newsletters
*Members at these levels or above will be granted voting privileges to select the Board of Directors annually.  All donations are tax-deductible 

Photo by: Shonn Monday

Click for Video

Click to Give

We are dedicated to the waters of the Toledo region. 
But it is dollars donated by people like you that make our work possible

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q39Xqfrwjio
http://bit.ly/1h7UosA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q39Xqfrwjio
http://bit.ly/1h7UosA


CONTRIBUTORS & FUNDERS
We are proud to call many local businesses our Partners. These businesses have stepped 

up and become integral parts in caring for the communities’ pride and joy, our local rivers. 

Each of these businesses knows how their partnership allows us to fulfill our mission of 

protecting our rivers. We deeply thank them for their dedication and support. 

In-Kind Donors and Partners Throughout the Year- Camp Miakonda, Boy Scouts of America, Erie 

Shores Council; Bass Pro Shops; Bill Buri; Hull & Associates; The Olander Park District; Cities of Oregon and Toledo; Ohio EPA; The University of Toledo; Lucas County 

Engineer’s Office; American Rivers; Lucas County Soil and Water Conservation District; Shankland Catering; Toledo ZOOTeens

VA Post 5530  ................................................$175
Hull & Associates, Inc ................................$250
Jones & Henry Engineers Ltd.  .................$250
Monroe St. United Methodist Church  ...$250
Pro-Pak  .........................................................$250
The North American Property 
Services Foundation  ..................................$250
TTL Associates, Inc  ....................................$300

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc. ......  $500
The Andersons  ....................................$500
City of Oregon  ......................................$500
Davey Resource Group  ......................$500
EnviroScience Inc. ...............................$500
ERG Environmental Services .............$500
Johns-Manville.....................................$500
Kwest Group .........................................$500
Tetra Tech, Inc ......................................$500
Toledo Refining Company ...................$500
YB Management Company .................$500

Johnson Controls, Inc  ................. $1,000

Lucas Co Storm Water Utility ...... $1,000

University of Toledo Foundation .... $2,000

First Solar  ...................................... $2,000

It ’s All 
About 
Partnerships
Isn’t it time 
you became 
a partner too?

$500 - $999 Sponsors

$1,000 - $2,000 
Underwriters

$150 - $300 Supporters THANK YOU TO 
OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Donations of $5,000 or More

OUR MAJOR GRANT FUNDERS INCLUDE:
Ohio EPA, US EPA GLRI, NOAA, Toledo Community Foundation, 

Learning by Giving Foundation, The Norcross Wildlife Foundation

Community is what we do. Reaching and encouraging the community to join us in protecting our 

streams and rivers is extremely important. Because of this important part of our mission, PCS works 

with various media venues to share our successes and calls for action with the public. Many of our 

news stories highlight the work we do with our partners to improve our region’s resources. Check 

out our website and see the media and news publications we continue to use to integrate and 

communicate with the greater Toledo community.  

PCS IN THE MEDIA

Board of Directors 
Patrick Lawrence, Ph. D.:  President, Board of Directors: Chair, Maumee RAP Advisory 

Committee; Professor and Chair, The University of Toledo - Dept. Geography and Planning

Tim Schetter, Ph. D: Vice President and Secretary, Board of Directors;

                            Director of Natural Resources, Metroparks of the Toledo Area

Colleen Dooley: Treasurer, Board of Directors; CPA, Attorney, Private Practice

Phil Blosser: Board member; Marketing Development Manager, Perstorp Polyols

Andrew Curran: Board member; Assistant Scout Executive, Boy Scouts of America

Shawn Reinhart: Board member; Environmental Manager, Waterville Complex, Johns Manville

Terry Shankland: Board member, Owner, Shankland’s Catering

Elliot Tramer, Ph. D: Board member, Professor Emeritus, The University of Toledo

Staff
Kris Patterson, Executive Director

Paige Sloma, Program Assistant

Ava Slotnick, Outreach Coordinator 

Kyle Spicer, Project Coordinator

Photo by: The Shutter Monkeys

Partners For Clean Streams In the Media 
PartnersForCleanStreams.org/press

http://PartnersForCleanStreams.org/press


Partners for Clean Streams
P.O. Box 203

Perrysburg, OH 43552

122 W. Front St. Suite C
Perrysburg, Oh 43551

Phone/fax 419-874-0727
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Proud Partner of

facebook.com/partnerforcleanstreams
twitter.com/PCSMaumee

www.youtube.com/PCSMaumee

PartnersforCleanStreams.org

http://PartnersforCleanStreams.org
http://www.youtube.com/PCSMaumee
http://www.nwohioshares.org/
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